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THE STABLE SHOP 
OPEN DAILY 8.00 AM TO 11.30 AM 

& ALSO  MONDAY TO FRIDAY 
4.00 PM TO 5.00 PM 

ORDER HOTLINE 
07443 957699  

or email  
stableshop@outlook.com 

 
MAYCOCK’S 

There will be no Maycocks deliveries 
on Monday May 4th as they will be 
closed on what would have been the 
Bank Holiday (before it was changed 
to Friday May 8). 

 Please order your meat for the Bank 
Hols weekend by noon on Wednesday 
May 6th.  It will be delivered on 
Thursday May 7th. 

Thanks to you all for using the 
dedicated phone/e mail to order. 

Cynthia.  

Barley Mow Inn 
The Barley Mow is open between 

6.00 pm and 8.00 pm 
OFF SALES & TAKE AWAY ONLY 

Take-away beer and cider is now 
only £2.00 a pint ! 

Please bring your own containers.   
Food only available on 

Wednesdays and weekends 
For doorstep delivery call 

01335 370306 
Latest information on Facebook 

The Community Shop 
It’s A Team Effort! 

In response to John Sinclair’s kind 
message in the last Diary, and many 
others that have thanked me for the 
role the shop has played, I thought 
I’d illustrate the village’s team effort 
in a typical week.   

In addition to Caroline and the four 
teenagers stocking and opening the 
shop at 7:30, serving behind the till, 
delivering newspapers, and cashing-
up and ordering, there were four 
different volunteers behind the till 
in the afternoon, six more 
volunteers making up orders in the 
pub, one volunteer going to 
Maycock’s, one volunteer going to 
Caudwell Mill, one volunteer going 
to Bookers, one volunteer going to 
Costco and paying all the bills (me), 
two volunteers finding shortage 
items in local supermarkets, one 
volunteer taking deliveries to 
customers, plus Cynthia taking 
orders, and Sylvia doing the daily 
bookkeeping.   

That’s 24 people.  The volunteers 
receive no income or expenses for 
their contribution and use their own 
fuel.  They have all received a free 
pen!   

I would also like to thank Rachel and 
Henry for making the Barley Mow 
available as our overflow stockroom 
and space in which to make up 
orders four days per week.  We 
would not have been able to 
manage the volume of orders and 
comply with the social distancing 
guidelines without this.   

I am pleased to report that the 
Community Shop applied for and 
received a grant from the 
Government under the Coronavirus 
emergency provisions.  We have 
given half of the grant to the pub. 

Malcolm Pollard 

on behalf of the Management 
Committee   

NEXT ORDERS BY 5TH 
MAY 

No orders in June, July & August 

oilclub@kirkireton.com 

Bull Hill Farm Shop 
We now have a small amount of 

Shetland beef available - prices vary 
according to cut.   

Shetland lamb, hogget and mutton 
will be available soon and a whole or 
half box for your freezer can be pre-

ordered at £9 per kilo. 

Please phone Fran for details 

on 07805 383165 

Jane’s Inter-Continentally 
Famous Quiz 

Time: May 3, 2020 07:30 PM 
https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/83161937535 
Meeting ID: 831 6193 7535 

Or Dial in:0203 051 2874 
Meeting ID: 831 6193 7535 

Participant:# 
Please note that due to inclement 

weather and a bad case of rust, 
Gardeners Question Time is 

delayed to next week, bring your 
own WD40. 

May 8th VE Day 
75th Anniversary 

Please display the ‘Tommy in the 
Window’ logo to show that we will 

remember them. 
Copies available from the church 

porch from Sunday 2nd May.  

 

FRiends And Neighbours in Kirk 
Ireton 

We are available to step up if 
others can’t help or you don't 

know who to ask. Call FRANKI on 
0744 3957658 

If you are prepared to be a 
volunteer and support this 

initiative please call us on: 0744 
3957658 

This is a neighbourhood initiative 
supported by KICA, Holy Trinity 

Kirk Ireton, The Stable Shop, The 
Barley Mow 

mailto:stableshop@outlook.com
mailto:oilclub@kirkireton.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83161937535
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83161937535
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Certificate of Excellence 

In these troubled and uncertain 
times it is good to hear some 
cheerful news.  On 17th April 
2020, Leah Beardmore, a former  
pupil of Kirk Ireton School, 
received  a Certificate of 
excellence from the British Film 
Designers Guild.  She has been 
awarded the certificate for her 
outstanding work on a film made 
in 2019 entitled “The Kid Who 
Would Be King”. 

Leah works in Pinewood Studios in 
London and has been employed 
on many films such as the 
“Imitation game” and “Paddington 
2”, first as a buyer and now a 
Designer and Decorator. 

Leah features in the Sound and 
Light video as Lillian Ford the 
renowned landlady of the Barley 
Mow Inn from 1955 to 1976 and 
church organist for 40 years.  She 
was a character; she would sit by 
the fire in the bar with a biscuit 
box on her lap containing shillings 
and florins.   She will always be 
remembered as the landlady who 
always gave change in pounds, 
shillings and pence. And never 
converted to decimal currency.  It 
is reputed that she never paid 
income tax and ignored VAT. 

Leah is the daughter of Ian and 
Amanda Beardmore who lived in 
the village until they moved to 
Brassington.  We salute Leah on 
her success. 

Howell & Marie Thomas 
Proud Grandparents 

For younger residents: before 
decimalisation there were 240 Pennies 
in a Pound, 12 Pennies in a Shilling, 2 
Shillings in a Florin, 5 Shillings in a 
Crown, 2.5 Shillings in a Half a Crown 
and 20 Shillings in a Pound, etc.  
Decimal Day in the United 
Kingdom and in Ireland was on 15 
February 1971. 

Dear Editor, 

The natural world is in a constant 
state of impermanence. Human 
intervention attempts to create 
order but constantly fails.  

Yet one more update on Meynell 
Langley. Due to high demand and 
the costs of travelling short 
distances, they have introduced a 
minimum spend of £25 on each 
order. Compost cannot make up 
part of the £25. Keep an eye on their 
website for updates on Summer 
bedding plants and tender veg 
plants http://www.meynell-langley-
gardens.co.uk  There appears to be 
an increased interest in 'grow your 
own' this year, so maybe a good 
opportunity to have a go and include 
the kids. If you dont have much 
space in the garden, many veg can 
be grown in containers, troughs or 
veg trugs : 

https://www.growfruitandveg.co.uk  

Seeds can be ordered online from a 
number of companies, as can 
wildflower plug plants  

https://
www.wildflowerlawnsandmeadows.
com/how-to-plant-wild-flower-plant
-plugs/ 

Don Lang 

Wirksworth & Middleton Cricket 
Club Fundraising 

Wirksworth & Middleton Cricket 
Club is fundraising on Just Giving to 
raise money for the JIGSAW 
FOODBANK operated by the Church 
in the Peak, providing support to 
vulnerable individuals and families 
in our community.  

With no cricket being played at the 
moment, players and members 
have raised £600 so far donating 
their tea and bar refreshment 
money. We thought others in the 
local community might like to 
support this cause -  you can donate 
by visiting 

https://www.justgiving.com/
crowdfunding/
wmccteamoneyforjigsaw?
utm_term=eDM38PXYA 

In the meantime, we are hoping to 
be able to provide recreational 
cricket at some stage this season 
both at Wirksworth and Middleton. 

Sue Marshall & Mike Harwood 

Runner Bean Seeds 

I have some runner bean seeds 
(White Lady) left over going free to 
collect if anyone wants them 

Martin Tomlinson 
07788 720176 

Another Thank You! 

This time from the staff at Chesterfield Royal Hospital. Thank you to all the 
ladies who have contributed by making the laundry bags. They are really 
appreciated and we are informed being put to good use. 

Gaye Smedley  

Stir crazy and feeling lardy in the 
lock-down? 

Set of Dumbells available to loan for 
the duration, also a hula-hoop . . . 

Martin Tomlinson 07788 721076 

http://www.meynell-langley-gardens.co.uk/
http://www.meynell-langley-gardens.co.uk/
https://www.growfruitandveg.co.uk/
https://www.wildflowerlawnsandmeadows.com/how-to-plant-wild-flower-plant-plugs/
https://www.wildflowerlawnsandmeadows.com/how-to-plant-wild-flower-plant-plugs/
https://www.wildflowerlawnsandmeadows.com/how-to-plant-wild-flower-plant-plugs/
https://www.wildflowerlawnsandmeadows.com/how-to-plant-wild-flower-plant-plugs/
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/wmccteamoneyforjigsaw?utm_term=eDM38PXYA
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/wmccteamoneyforjigsaw?utm_term=eDM38PXYA
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/wmccteamoneyforjigsaw?utm_term=eDM38PXYA
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/wmccteamoneyforjigsaw?utm_term=eDM38PXYA
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APRIL 2020 
'We' may have been locked down but the recent spell of 
fine weather ensured that wild life has been as vibrant 
as normal. 

Most of the common wild flowers, Celandines, 
Snowdrops, Coltsfoot, |Ragged Robin, Barren 
Strawberry and Red Campion  were in flower in early 
March and were joined by Speedwell, Ground Ivy, 
Primrose, Wood Anemone, and Moschatel (Town Hall 
Clock) by its last week. 

I saw Violets, both purple and white, 
Stitchwort and Bluebells in the first week 
of April.   By mid April Yellow Archangel, 
Lady Smock (Cuckoo Flower) Wild Arum 
(Cuckoo Pint) Kingcups (May Blobs) had 
been observed.  

Since then Cow Parsley, Wood Sorrell, Ransoms (Wild 
Garlic) and Jack-by-the-hedge (Mustard Garlic) have 
been added to the list and most recently Bush Vetch. 

Winter bird visitors such as Redwing, Brambling and 
Fieldfare had largely left by the end of March.  

The first summer visitor I saw was a Chiff Chaff 
recognized by both song and sight followed the 
following day by a Swallow then a House Martin. I 
sighted a Willow Warbler towards the end of the month 
only becoming aware that it was not a Chiff Chaff when 
it started its more melodious song, Chiff Chaff and 
Willow Warbler are almost indistinguishable in 
appearance. The Chiff Chaff’s song is a monotonous 
repetition of its name. Blackcaps have also been seen. 

Future generations will doubtless research the effects of 
the present worldwide ‘Lockdown’ on wild life. Skies 
have been clearer with spin offs presumably for visibility 
making navigation easier for migrant birds.   Breathing 
cleaner air must surely benefit all life. 

More people staying at home and spending time in their 
gardens must have an effect on the birds that normally 
feed these and be especially detrimental to those that 
have normally nested there. 

My most surprising moment of the month was to see a 
Kingfisher flying across the spur between the two 
streams that join just beyond the second bridge from 
the village on footpath one (Bottom’s Wood/Bluebell 
Wood). This is easily the closest to the village that I have 
ever seen one. 

David Williams  

Swift or Swallow? 
To find out how to identify the difference between swift 
and swallow...there is very clear piece on RSPB site: 

 https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/
natureshomemagazine/posts/swift-or-swallow 

Bird Watcher 

ANOTHER UPDATE 

This is your community project  to record how our 
village lived through the Covid lockdown and isolation. 
Be part of a village exhibition when it’s all over ! 

Anyone of any age can join in – young or not so young. 

Could be photographs, paintings, writing, objects – you 
can send me anything. 

A big thank you to those who have sent me things so 
far. Please keep them coming ! 

Are you sending photos of your activities to the school 
for their blog ? If you are, please save them as they are 
brilliant – exactly what we are looking for. Don’t throw 
them away. You can send them to me as well. 

This week, let’s concentrate on these five things: 

 A photo of you at work if you are taking any special 
precautions in your job. 

 Pictures in windows. Seeing them lifts our spirits. 
Could be a rainbow ? A notice or a sign or a 
message ? 

 Write a few lines about how you are getting on (you 
don’t have to be upbeat and happy – it’s OK to be 
cross or sad for this).  Or a few lines about 
something that has happened that is out of the 
ordinary. 

 How are you exercising ? A picture of whatever you 
are doing to keep moving (a walk with the whole 
family, online yoga, TV exercise class ?) 

 Screengrabs of online contacts you are having. It 
might be a Zoom or Facetime with Granny, or a 
meeting with work colleagues. 

…or of course, anything else that catches your eye that 
shows our isolation this week… 

Try to put across the idea that this is not a normal time. 
Everyday life going on, but in extraordinary 
circumstances. 

It would be good to send me pictures or words right 
now – but the important thing is to save them. We can 
collect it all together when we are back to ‘normal’ 
again. Just don’t throw it away. 

Anyone any age can join in. Everyone can take part. This 
is your project. Camera phone photos are fine, but take 
them carefully. Or you can use a proper camera if you 
have access to one. 

Send your material to Nick Lockett at nick@nick-
lockett.com or you can phone me on 370183 or text me 
on 07836 518789, or leave things for me in the box in 
the Village Shop. Remember to include your name, and 
how I can contact you. If you want to take part but 
you’re not sure what to do – just contact me and I can 
give you some ideas.   Nick Lockett 

Mass Isolation Project 

https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/natureshomemagazine/posts/swift-or-swallow
https://community.rspb.org.uk/ourwork/b/natureshomemagazine/posts/swift-or-swallow
mailto:nick@nick-lockett.com
mailto:nick@nick-lockett.com


 

4 

Church Services During Lockdown 
Holy Trinity joins with St Mary’s Wirksworth for Daily Services & Sunday Eucharist. 

All are welcome! Join us by telephone (no internet required) or by computer/smartphone. 

Morning & Evening Prayer every day at 9.00 am & 5.00 pm. 

Sunday Eucharist 9.30  am 

Call 020 8086592 and when prompted press the meeting ID 2732241372 #  then # again. 

This is a 2.5 mile circular walk starting at the Barley 
Mow Pub and taking some lovely paths out of the 
village down to the edge of Carsington Water. The walk 
will take about 1 to 1.5 hours depending on speed, how 
many times you stop etc. The views are stunning on a 
sunny day and make sure to look and listen for birds 
and wildlife as you go along.  The map is not to scale 
and is intended as a guide but certain key points are 
marked and referenced in the text below.  

Start outside the Barley Mow and walk up towards Top 
Green then left onto Broadway. The first stile is on the 
right about 50 metres from Top green.  Squeeze 
through and head up the rising field with the hedge on 
your right until you come to a stile in the top right hand 
corner. (Marked 1st Stile on map). 

Go over the stile with the hedge to your left and after 
about 200 m you’ll see a water trough next to a small 
hawthorn bush towards the middle of the field.  Go 
through the gap with the stone stile in the high hedge 
behind then follow the new wooden fence across the 
next field, and a second field towards the small 
thicket.  (Point A) 

After the thicket and two more stiles you emerge in the 
last open field.  Go straight across this to come out on 
Benthead lane at the top of Hays lane. (Point B).  You’ll 
now see the large wind turbines on Carsington pastures 
to your right, next to the high rocky outcrop of 
Harborough Rocks about 5 miles away.   

(Note: If you want a shorter 1.5 mile walk when you get 
to Benthill Lane turn right and follow the road to its 
junction with Oldfield Lane where you re-join the route 
at Point E.)  

Go straight down Hays Lane, past the track to Riddings 
farm until you meet the main circular route that goes 
around Carsington reservoir at the bottom.  Turn right 
onto the circuit and immediately in front of you you’ll 
see a stone building (Point C).  If you haven’t looked 
inside before have a peep as you’ll be in for a surprise.  

Follow the path as it winds through the woods 
alongside the reservoir then take the left fork by the 
water inlet. (Don’t worry if you go right by mistake as it 
just adds in a short steep loop!).  After 300m the path 
bends sharp right up through the lovely open meadow 
with a wooden book sculpture next to the water. When 
the path starts to drop to the left again go straight on, 
(Point D) past the wooden bench for about 20m to 
come out on Oldfield lane. Go right and up to the 

junction with Benthead Lane and Blind Lane and you 
will see a footpath and stile straight in front of you. 
(Point E). 

Go across the middle of the field to where the hedges 
will start to merge ahead. (On a clear day you can see 
Ratcliffe power station about 20 miles away).   You’ll see 
a small fence and gate where the path cuts through the 
hedge (Point F) and then bends slightly left to follow the 
hedge line down the next field.  Two more wooden 
gates lead over a water ditch before bending slightly 
right across two more fields, with stiles over the hedges. 
You can now see the rooftops of Kirk Ireton so know 
you’re nearly back! 

Cut through the narrow hedge lined path next to Ivy 
Cottage (it can get muddy here after wet weather) 
before coming out on Moor lane, when you turn right 
back to the Barley Mow.  

Dick Hargreaves 
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Information is also available on the shop notice board.  
If you have any information to share please email the 

Dairy at  diary.kirkireton@gmail.com 
Copies of all the Information sheets are available on 

the Kirk Ireton website: kirkireton.com 

Henry’s Plumbing Services 
Professional, Friendly & Reliable 

07932 962070 
henrysellers@w3z.co.uk 

Carolyne’s Cakes 
Cakes for all occasions, also Cake pops & Cupcakes.  

Tel. 01335 372826 or 07912 8963 

Copestone Dry Stone Walling 
Emma Yates 

Qualified Dry Stone Waller 
01335 372056 or 07966 666463 
copestonewalling@gmail.com 

Dressmaking 
Gill Lockett 

01335 370183 07787 141797  

Guy Chambers Plastering 
Plastering  Rendering 

Traditional Lime Plastering 
07980 851133 

Painting & Decorating 
Karen Middleton 

01629 258537 or 07539 841261 

Curtain & Blind Making 
Bev Rowland 

01629 822688 or 07849502200 

Stokes Digger Hire & Ground Works 
Matthew Stokes 

Range of diggers & dumpers 
07515525014  matttstokes@yahoo.co.uk 

The Song of Wandering Aengus 
W. B. Yeats 1865—1939 

I went out to the hazel wood,   
Because a fire was in my head,   
And cut and peeled a hazel wand,   
And hooked a berry to a thread;   
And when white moths were on the wing, 
And moth-like stars were flickering out,   
I dropped the berry in a stream   
And caught a little silver trout.   

When I had laid it on the floor   
I went to blow the fire a-flame, 
But something rustled on the floor,   
And someone called me by my name:   
It had become a glimmering girl   
With apple blossom in her hair   
Who called me by my name and ran 
And faded through the brightening air.   

Though I am old with wandering   
Through hollow lands and hilly lands,   
I will find out where she has gone,   
And kiss her lips and take her hands; 
And walk among long dappled grass,   
And pluck till time and times are done,   
The silver apples of the moon,   
The golden apples of the sun. 

∞ 

In these troubled times I thought it would be 
good to have something nice and reflective to 
read.  If you have any favourites you would like 
to share please let me know.   

Email diary.kirkireton@gmail.com 

Maurice 

CAN YOU NAME ALL THE COUNTIES ? 

mailto:copestonewalling@gmail.com
mailto:matttstokes@yahoo.co.uk
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