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Community Shop 
Opening Times 

Monday to  Friday 
8.30am to 11.30am 
& 3pm to 5.30pm 

Saturday 8.30am to 1.00pm 
Sunday 8.30am to 11.30am 

The Stable Shop 
Main Street, kirk Ireton 

01335 371863 
stableshop@outlook.com 

 

Barley Mow Inn 

OPENING HOURS 
Monday 

Closed all day 
Tuesday to Friday 

12.00 noon to 2.00 pm 
6.00 pm to 11.00 pm 

Saturday 
12.00 noon to 11.00 pm 

Sunday 
12.00 noon to 10.30 pm 

Food is available on Saturday and 
Sunday.  You can book on line to eat 

in or take away 
COVID –19 precautions are in place 

but you do not need to book in 
advance 

01335 370306 
Latest information on Facebook or at  

thebarleymowinn.co.uk 

KIRK IRETON OIL CLUB 
Next Orders 

16th September 
oilclub@kirkiretom.com 

Dominie 370499 

BULL HILL FARM 
Eggs from our free-roaming hens - 

£1.30 per half-dozen 
Duck eggs occasionally available 

(they have gone broody!) 30p each 
or £1.80 per half-dozen 

Due to high demand please 
reserve your eggs by texting Fran 

on 07805 383165 

COMING SOON – NEW SEASON 
SHETLAND LAMB 

A limited number of whole or half 
lamb boxes for your freezer – £9 

per kilo 
Average whole lamb will be 
approx. £80 and comprises 

 2 leg joints, 2 shoulder joints, 
chops, diced lamb and mince 

Contact Fran on 07805 383165 for 
further details and to place an 

order 

& Dick Hargreaves 
07921 567850 

mailto:stableshop@outlook.com
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Build strength, flexibility, 

calmness and relaxation 

All ages & abilities welcome 

lulabellas@live.co.uk 

07950 000380 
Also One to One by appointment 

The Venables 

are on the move . . . 

As many of you will be aware, we 
are moving from the village and 
heading back to Cumbria where we 
both grew up.  We are looking 
forward to being closer to family 
and a few ‘proper’ mountains! 

We moved into Kirk Ireton from 
Leeds in 2002 and the village has 
been all we had hope for. What a 
wonderful little community this is. 
They say it takes a village to raise a 
child. How very true this has been. 
Jessie and Siân have enjoyed what 
Kate Varley once described as an 
Enid Blyton childhood and we have 
all felt so very lucky to live here.   

We will miss the wonderful friends 
and neighbours who have made 
our long stay here so special. What 
a crazy, fabulous, generous, 
eccentric bunch you are!  These 
months of lock down have not 
been easy for us, but we have been 
surrounded by love and 
encouragement from those of you 
who will stay (we hope!) our 
lifelong friends.   

Thank you to everyone for your 
good wishes and for your 
friendship over the years.  

We wish you all every happiness 
for the future. 

Heather x   Neil x   Jessie x   Siân x   

Thank You 

We collected £260 on behalf of Pip 
Dart which has been sent to Angel 
Small Paws Charity.  This is where 
Pip originally got her small dogs 
from. The collection was organised 
by Christine from the Barley Mow. 

Thanks to everyone who donated.  

Caroline 

Thank you from Max Marshall 

Thank you to everyone who 
donated to the Campaign Against 
Living Miserably Charity - a leading 
movement against suicide, the 
single biggest killer of men under 
the age of 45 in the UK. 

Between Sunday August 2nd and 
Sunday 9th, I walked over 175 miles 
home from Surrey to Wirksworth to 
raise money for CALM and thanks to 
so many people supporting me, I 
raised over £4000 including Gift Aid. 
An amazing result. 

Thank you so much for your support 
- it kept me going and is much 
appreciated. 

Max 

https://www.justgiving.com/
fundraising/surreytoderbyshire 

Educational Trust Grants 

Thank you to those who applied for 
a grant from the Educational Trust - 
we are pleased to confirm that all 
applicants were successful and just 
over £1,000 was granted for sports, 
music and scientific endeavour. 

The Kirk Ireton Educational and 
School House Trusts were set up 
around 20 years ago for the benefit 
of the residents of Kirk Ireton, with 
an educational and community 
leaning.  In addition to annual 
grants the Trusts also pay rent for 
the Under 5s Playgroup, fund travel 
for school trips and made donations 
to village groups as well as 
maintaining the School House. 

If you have any queries regarding 
the Trusts please speak to one of 
the Trustees: Martin Tomlinson, 
Cynthia Kirk, Ann-Marie Fearn, Dick 
Hargreaves and Carl Bridge. 

Village Hall  

The village hall remains closed as 
we are still trying to work out how 
to open and manage it safely 
within the government’s current 
Covid 19 restrictions. 

Please could key holders not go in 
the hall for any reason. 

Thank you 

Parish Council and Village Hall 
Committee 

About The Most Sensational 
Comedy of Dick Schwick 

Roll up, roll up! Notice this Notice 
are proud to present ‘The Most 
Sensational Comedy of Dick 
Schwick’, an original Victorian 
comedy for all ages to enjoy! Based 
on the true story of the female 
errand boy Lois Schwick, we bring 
you one of the most remarkable 
scoops from the press of 1886. 

There’s fraud, thievery and a good 
old bit of cross dressing as young 
‘Dick’ tries to find her way in the cut 
throat world of the London textile 
industry! 

About Notice this Notice 

We at Notice this Notice like to 
think of our theatre as a celebration 
of writing. Words are the most 
wonderful fuel for our imaginations, 
so we want our work to be as 
imaginative as the stories we tell. 

We are always thinking outside the 
box with our shows. It doesn't 
matter if they are by writers old or 
new, we approach everything with 
creativity, intelligence and, most 
importantly, a playful attitude! 

Creative Team 
Dick Schwick - Kathryn Louise 
Literally everybody else - Alex 

Hargreaves 
Directed by Christopher Smart 
 www.noticethisnotice.co.uk 

Youtube 
https://www.youtube.com/

channel/
UCwxvCcufhoqBQRWwUv0Kwhg 

Instagram @noticethisnotice 

Facebook @noticethisnotice 

mailto:lulabellas@live.co.uk
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/surreytoderbyshire
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/surreytoderbyshire
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Notes from a Smallholding 
Living with Lockdown 

Life on the smallholding has continued much as normal during these 
strange times. With animals, the daily routine has to continue regardless, 
and even during the strict lockdown earlier in the year activities and 
journeys linked to food production were permitted. So I was able get 
supplies from Lester Lowe, visit the butcher, and buy and sell livestock 
almost as normal, although there were queues and facemasks and 
handshakes were out of the question. Limited social visits have been 
possible, too – we are very lucky to have so much outside space, so that 
distancing in the fresh air is easy.  I feel we are very privileged to live here 
and not in the middle of a town.  

Spring and summer have seen us 
lambing, calving, shearing sheep, 
haymaking, repairing fences, 
acquiring new pigs and extra hens 
and – in the time I would probably 
have spent socializing – trying to get 
on top of the garden here, a task 
that normally takes second place to 
tending the animals. For the very 
first time since we came here I’ve managed to get the veggie garden into 
full production and am now harvesting potatoes, courgettes, runner beans, 

peas, broccoli, cabbage and spinach, 
with tomatoes, leeks, sprouts and 
parsnips still to come. I was late 
starting and there had been a run on 
seeds and plantlings at the shops 
and garden centres, but I found a 
few out-of date-packets of seeds in 
the shed, got the last two nets of 
seed potatoes at Wilkos and 
managed to swap and barter with 

friends to get the rest. I am already making a list for next year, and 
planning how to net the brassicas more effectively to keep the pesky 
butterflies at bay - they are very pretty but their caterpillars have ravaged 
the cabbages and it’s touch and go with the sprouts.  

One thing that has been effective against 
other pests is raw sheep fleece. After 
shearing, the very best fleeces went to 
handcrafters, to be wet-felted into rugs or 
spun into yarn, but it can be a problem 
what to do with the rest as they have little 
or no monetary value. I’ve discovered that 
fleece has many uses in the garden – lining 
bean trenches and hanging baskets; mulching to retain water and repel 
slugs and snails; suppressing weeds; making paths; and - last but not least - 
it seems to deter the cats from using the garden as a toilet! 

The swallows are gathering on the wires now, preparing to leave - it 
doesn’t seem long since they arrived. Autumn is coming and it’s time to 
plan this year’s tupping. I’m using three rams – two pedigree Shetlands - 
Conan and Bielsa – and Lammie, who is a Texel cross and is really a pet.  
Another 3 pedigree rams – Erik, Fargo and Fergus - will earn their keep 
being hired out to small flocks that don’t have their own. And after tupping, 
we’ll be looking forward to next spring and the next crop of lambs. 

Daleswoman 

This is your last chance to take part 
It’s coming to an end soon, so if you 
have anything on your phone or 
Instagram page from lockdown, 
please send it to me straightaway ! 
This is your community project. 
Your chance to take part and 
capture how our village lived 
through Covid and our return to a 
new normal. It’s about you. Your 
story. Be part of a village exhibition 
when it’s all over ! 
A big thank you to everyone who 
has already contributed. I you 
haven’t so far – now is your last 
chance.  Are you back to work, or 
going out more ? Take a photo of 
any special measures or 
precautions. How is it different from 
how it used to be ? 
Write a few lines about how you 
were affected by lockdown or 
isolation (you don’t have to be 
upbeat and happy – it’s OK to be 
cross or sad for this). Or a few lines 
about something that has happened 
that is unusual. Or someone or 
something you are worried about ? 
…or of course, anything else that 
catches your eye that shows our 
isolation… 
Anyone of any age can join in – 
young or not so young. Camera 
phone photos are fine, but take 
them carefully. Or you can use a 
proper camera if you have access to 
one. You can send me paintings, 
writing, documents, emails, objects 
– you can send me anything. 
Don’t worry if some things might 
seem ‘ordinary’. That’s exactly what 
this is about. This is not a normal 
time. Everyday life is still going on, 
but in extraordinary circumstances. 
…or of course, anything else that 
catches your eye that shows our 
isolation this week… 
Send your material to Nick Lockett 
at nick@nick-lockett.com or you can 
phone me on 370183 or text me on 
07836 518789, or leave things for 
me in the Village Shop. Remember 
to include your name, and how I can 
contact you. If you want to take part 
but you’re not sure what to do – 
just contact me and I can give you 
some ideas. 

Remember this is ending soon ! 

Mass Isolation Project 

mailto:nick@nick-lockett.com
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Ordnance Survey Bench Marks are usually cut or carved into sandstone, 
and take the form of a horizontal line with an arrow pointing up from 
below. These marks were cut by Ordnance Survey levelling staff from 1848 
onwards in order to provide a network of points at which height (to the 
centre of the horizontal line) has been precisely measured above sea level.  

The mean sea level was originally taken from Liverpool but in 1915 this was 
changed to Newlyn in Cornwall where you can now visit the Newlyn Tide 
Gauge. This continued to be monitored full time until 1983 when the 
station was handed over to the Institute of Oceanographic Sciences. 

As a young surveyor (a very long time ago), I used to set out the levels for 
the roads and drains on new housing estates or and put out the level 
markers for gravity fed pipelines such as mainline sewers, I would find one 
of these benchmarks at the beginning of the day to start, and after a 
morning’s work would end back on the same benchmark or another one: 
this way I would be able to arithmetically tell if I had made any mistakes 
during the morning. 

The records were originally made in feet and inches and each reading is 
accurate only to ± one inch (± 25mm). The conversion to metres has been 
done in the last 40 years and I guess that the numbers on the plan were all 
put shoved through some sort of algorithm which ends up showing heights 
to the nearest mm which is just not true. 

There are benchmarks 
on all the roads leading 
out of the village, you 
can spot them, for 
instance on Gorsey Lane, 
you can find one on the 
right-hand side about 
half way up: its 
condition is pin sharp 

and is as good as it was when it was carved 150 years ago but the second 
one, a little further up the road on the left-hand side, is looking a little 
worse for wear.  

From these countryside bench marks, in the late 1800’s surveyors walked 
over all the fields taking levels of the land, and from these, contour lines on 
maps were eventually developed. They have changed little since. 

On Bentwood Lane at its junction with Hays 
Lane, the highest point in the village, a bench 
mark is recorded at 256.772m above sea 
level 

Up on The Mountain, there is the only Trig 
Point in the Parish and that has a brass 
bench mark on its side recorded at a mere 
242.698m above sea level.  

 

 

Hidden in plain sight, we 
walk past them every day 

without realising what 
they are and their 

purpose.” 

MARTIN TOMLINSON 

There are three benchmarks in 
the Village: 

This one is on the porch of the 
Church recorded at 203.970m 
above sea level. 

. . . and this one is outside the 
Stable Shop is at 214.648m above 
sea level. The stone is weathering 
away and in another 50 years it is 
unlikely to be visible any more.  

The third benchmark can be found 
on the wall at the Well Banks end of 
Nether Lane.  

Next month I 
shall be looking 

at the purpose of 
Trig points and 

how they 
changed the 

shape of Britain. 
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Regular Village Groups £12 

Village Fundraising Events £17 

Children’s Parties  
(under 12) 

£17 

Single Lets for Village 
Groups 

£17 

Private Hire for  
Commercial Use  
(Village Residents) 

£20 

Private Parties   
(Village Residents) 

£20 

Parish Funerals £20 

Outside Hire  
(Non Residents) 
At The discretion of the 
Village Hall Committee 

 

Kirk Ireton 
Village Hall Hire 

 

 

All arrangements for the hire of 
the Village Hall are to be made 

with John Tyler, Village Hall 
Administrator, 15 Peats Close, Kirk 

Ireton DE63LH 
01335 370549 

email john.tyler@w3z.co.uk 

HIRE CHARGES PER SESSION 
PRE-PAYMENT IS REQUIRED 

Sessions: 
8.00am to 1.00pm 
1.00pm to 6.00pm 

6.00pm to 11.45pm 

The Village Diary is published monthly for the benefit of the villagers of Kirk 
Ireton and the surrounding area.  It is produced and distributed voluntarily. 
Copies are emailed to subscribers free of charge on request and a small number 
of printed copies are available in the Stable Shop each month Items for the 
Diary should be emailed to diary.kirkireton@gmail.com or delivered to the 
editor by the 24th of the month prior to publication. Private adverts are free to 
villagers.  Local Trade display adverts cost £5 per insertion.  
Due to the nature of the Diary items are accepted in good faith and we cannot 
accept any responsibility for errors or omissions  that may occur. 

KIRK IRETON 
VILLAGE DEFIBRILLATOR 

The CODE to take the AED out of the 
box is 

C159X 
If you cannot remember the code: 
when you dial 999, East Midlands 

Ambulance Service will give it to you. 

FRiends And Neighbours in Kirk 
Ireton 

We are available to step up if 
others can’t help or you don't 
know who to ask. Call FRANKI on 
0744 3957658 
If you are prepared to be a 
volunteer and support this 
initiative please call us on: 0744 
3957658 This is a neighbourhood 
initiative supported by KICA, Holy 
Trinity Kirk Ireton, The Stable 
Shop, The Barley Mow 

Henry’s Plumbing Services 
Professional, Friendly & Reliable 

07932 962070 
henrysellers@w3z.co.uk 

Carolyne’s Cakes 
Cakes for all occasions, also Cake 

pops & Cupcakes.  
Tel. 01335 372826 or 07912 8963 

Copestone Dry Stone Walling 
Emma Yates 

Qualified Dry Stone Waller 
01335 372056 or 07966 666463 
copestonewalling@gmail.com 

Dressmaking 
Gill Lockett 

01335 370183 07787 141797  

Guy Chambers Plastering 
Plastering  Rendering 

Traditional Lime Plastering 
07980 851133 

Painting & Decorating 
Karen Middleton 

01629 258537 or 07539 841261 

Curtain & Blind Making 
Bev Rowland 

01629 822688 or 07849502200 

Stokes Digger Hire & Ground 
Works 

Matthew Stokes 
Range of diggers & dumpers 

07515525014 
matttstokes@yahoo.co.uk 

Seller and Buyer of Fine 
Antique Clocks 

Check out our website at 
http://

www.ashbourneclocks.co.uk/ 

Also on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/

ashbourneclock/ 
Or contact Mike Wetton on 

07790 709727  

Holy Trinity Church 

Holy Trinity has been meeting at 
6.30pm every Sunday evening since 
restrictions were loosened.  (We 
know that some people prefer 
mornings but at present clergy 
availability, constrained by Covid 
rules, doesn’t accommodate this.)  

We have been enjoying trying out 
some more modern language 
services and recorded music.  
Shortly we may be able to have a 
choir or instrumentalists.  In early 
September the Parochial Church 
Council will meet and discuss plans 
for the rest of the year.   

The needs of Kirk Ireton will be 
being considered alongside other 
churches in the team as they re-
open so all support is particularly 
welcome at this time. 

There is an increasing need for a 
communications officer for the 
church to handle Facebook, posters 
and entries in this diary.  If you 
know someone who could help 
then please let John Sinclair or Jo 
Coleman know. 

John Sinclair 
+447802 596268  

FREE! -  MAMAS & PAPAS 
BABY BOUNCER 

Call Maurice on 371871 

mailto:copestonewalling@gmail.com
mailto:matttstokes@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.ashbourneclocks.co.uk/
http://www.ashbourneclocks.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ashbourneclock/
https://www.facebook.com/ashbourneclock/

