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BOOK CLUB 
The next Book Club meeting 

will be on Tuesday 2nd 
March at 7.30 on Zoom.  We 
will discuss Up by Ben Fogle. 

All welcome.  
Contact Cath 370581 or 

07423 252755 

 

MARCH 2021 

Just a reminder, especially 
as sheep are in lamb this 

time of year. 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84617993033 

Meeting ID: 846 1799 3033  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A UK wide tree planting 
initiative is being created to 
mark the Queen's platinum 
jubilee in 2022. (Thanks to 
Cath Stevens for making me 
aware of this!) 

I started thinking about how 
as a community we could 
respond to this. It may be that 
we plant a tree per 
household, or per person 
even . . . what an 
achievement that would be! 

It may be that we can 
subsidise this through various 
charities/fundraisers, perhaps 
Open Gardens fundraising? Do 
we plant in gardens, create 
belts of trees, a woodland?  

If you feel you would like to 
be part of this group please 
drop me an email. 

Thanks, Emma 

yewtreegirls@gmail.com 

07966 66 64 63 

 

 

 

Two useful links for activities for 
pre and school age children 

from Derbyshire Wildlife Trust. 

Downloadable activities and 
videos which are curriculum 

based. 

https://
www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org

.uk/wild-tots-home 

https://
www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org

.uk/wild-schools-home 

Next Orders 
Wednesday 24th March 
oilclub@kirkireton.com 

Dominie 370499 

 

OPEN GARDENS 2021 
After missing the open gardens last year and running instead a successful 
plant stall through the first lockdown we have decided not to hold an open 
gardens this year. We don't feel that even if lockdown etc. was lifted that 
our little community is ready for the usual influx of numbers that we would 
anticipate!  What we will be doing instead is having a weekend plant and 
book sale to raise money for the open gardens fund. We will firm up dates 
and Covid safe details when we have a clearer idea of when we are able to 
meet up again. 

Keep your eyes open for the date, May is a likely candidate and if you are 
planting seeds or splitting or clearing plants, please label and drop off at 
Emma and Jane's, Dale View on Hemp Yard. The Open Gardens has always 
been able to raise money for village and local charities and we are aware 
that there is now a greater need than ever before and we look forward to 
your support.                Emma 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84617993033
mailto:yewtreegirls@gmail.com
https://www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/wild-tots-home
https://www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/wild-tots-home
https://www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/wild-tots-home
https://www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/wild-schools-home
https://www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/wild-schools-home
https://www.derbyshirewildlifetrust.org.uk/wild-schools-home
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Bobble Hat? 

Has anyone found a multi coloured 
woollen bobble hat. I lost it on 
Tuesday somewhere on the Lanes 
(fun run). 

Jane Parsons 

Environmental Balloon Race 
We hear a great deal about the 
environment today and it is a very 
important aspect of all of our lives. 

The Rotary Club of Ashbourne are 
attempting to assist whilst during 
the pandemic continuing to raise 
funds and apply them to both local 
and international charities, the need 
is great in each direction we look.  
To assist with the fundraising we 
have teamed up with a company to 
organise an eco friendly Balloon 
Race to be held at Easter time and 
for the Balloons to be virtually 
launched from Jerusalem.  
For just £3 anyone can purchase a 
balloon and then log on to trace the 
progress of the race which uses real 
time data for wind direction and 
speed. You select your own balloon, 
decide on the thickness of rubber 
and the inflation pressure before 
decorating it yourself.  
Great for children. No bits of actual 
rubber in farmers fields, no litter 
from labels etc., but a lot of fun for 
all. Link is via 
https://rotaryclubofashbourne.org.uk/  

I trust many of your readers will join 
with us and at the same time help 
to raise funds for First Responders, 
Air Ambulance, Community 
Transport, Ossie’s Kitchen and 
others.  

Martin Tomlinson  
The Rotary Club of Ashbourne  

Have you ever seen a bishop on a roof? Or perhaps a cannon or a beehive? 
The chances are that you have but haven’t realised that these types of 
chimney pots have such exotic names 

There is quite a selection of type of chimney pots in Kirk Ireton but it is not 
as good as that in Wirksworth. Probably this is because where there are 
more houses, particularly old ones, there is a broader range. 

The majority of pots in Kirk Ireton appear to be ‘Short Roll’ pots, just a 
short cylindrical item, that were in the past thrown by a potter.  A few are 
‘Long Rolls’ these are similar to short rolls but of greater length, the greater 
length giving rise to a stronger draught or pull. 

A number of pots are of the ‘Louvre’ variety, with two or three slits running 
around the cylinder. The purpose of these being to admit air before the top 
of the chimney in order to provide a stronger draught. The same purpose is 
sometimes achieved by small ‘noses’ around the chimney. 

Careful observation of chimney pots will show that many are not of the 
‘roll’ variety being square or hexagonal in cross-section. I am not aware 
that the ‘pull’ of chimneys of these cross-sections is any greater or even 
comparable to that of the simple circular cross-section variety but it is 
worth noting that many industrial chimneys have a square section, at least 
externally. 

The Bishops have a ‘crown’ of triangular decorative extensions at their top 
this may be purely for decoration, or it could be to discourage birds from 
sitting on them? 

The cannons are a further extension of the ’Long Roll’ variety.  It is 
interesting to speculate how these were made, even a long roll must have 
extended a potters arm to full length when throwing one. Were they made 
by butting two long rolls? 

There are pots of more elaborate design than I have described, most 
doubtless produced with the purpose of increasing ‘pull’ but some I think 
purely for their decorative effect. 

Colours are mainly Ochre, with Putty and very occasionally Black ones 
being much less common. 

Of course, in recent years chimney pots have tended to become redundant 
as central heating has replaced the open fire in heating houses. One result 
of this is that chimney pots are as likely to be found in gardens as on roofs. 
Here I find their shear size surprising. 

If you do look at the rooftops in Wirksworth be sure to look for the ‘Owl’ 
on the roof of The Red Lion this can be seen from the pavement outside 
‘Rays’. 

Was its purpose to scare birds from sitting on the chimneys? From 
experience I can say that a woodpigeon that has dozed off and fallen down 
a chimney is disturbing . 

The following are the names of some of the types of ‘Pots’ to be found 

Baron, Sugar Loaf, Beehive, Pocket Beehive 
Crown, Lady Broughton, Queen, Princess. 

Champion, Knight, Lancashire Bishop 
Big Bishop, Little Bishop, Captain, Dublin Cans, 

Tents, Gypsy, Venetian, Pedestal, Barrel Tops, Tables, London Roll 
Irish Rolls, Weemacs, Georgian, Castle, 

Cannon, Rook, High Spiral 

Dave Williams 

Dog Thefts 

Derbyshire police officers are urging 
dog owners to be vigilant as 
lockdown has bought about a surge 
in dog thefts across the country. 

Since the beginning of the Covid-19 
pandemic, with the feeling of 
isolation and many people now 
working from home, there has been 
a significant increase of people 
searching for canine companions to 
join them in their homes. 

https://rotaryclubofashbourne.org.uk/
https://www.derbytelegraph.co.uk/news/local-news/two-derbyshire-police-officers-fined-4991408
https://www.derbytelegraph.co.uk/news/local-news/two-derbyshire-police-officers-fined-4991408


 

3 

MOST PEOPLE ASSOCIATE LENT WITH 
GIVING THINGS UP  

The idea has its roots in the tradition of fasting during 
the season that runs up to Holy Week and Easter. This 
period of time gives us a chance to reflect and perhaps 
deepen our understanding of faith and where God is 
leading us in our lives. Taking time out to reflect upon 
where we are on our journey is no bad thing, and over 
this last year we have had plenty to think about. The 
news has been so full of the Coronavirus and its impact 
that there has been barely a mention of something 
which will have as big if not a bigger impact on the lives 
not just of the human population but all sentient life.  

The climate emergency is now a matter not just for a 
few dedicated ‘prophets’ who have been warning us 
about the consequences of our continuing use of fossil 
fuels and petro chemicals. It is an issue that we all face 
because the climate emergency is happening now. As I 
write this the state of Texas in the USA is ice bound. 
Forest fires have already started to be a problem in 
Australia. Flooding is becoming a fact of life in many of 
our towns where it is now impossible to get insurance 
against it. Oddly enough this last year may have 
reduced our carbon footprint, and it has shown us that, 
where there is a will, science and technology can be 
used to such an effect that a huge world wide problem 
can be resolved.  

There is still time to mitigate the worst effects of 
climate change. This can only happen if we have a joint 
will to make a difference. During this Lent Churches 
Together in Wirksworth and District are using material 
which deals with issues to do with climate change in 
the form of a series of on-line conversations in which to 
share and reflect. We shall be using it as a staging post 
en route to the important climate change conference, 
COP26 to be held in November in Glasgow. 
The course consists of challenging biblical and video 
input, stimulating discussion points and also a lot of 
practical advice and targets for individuals, households 
and churches to consider.  

You are very welcome to join us. Further details are to 
be found in the notices section of our website  
www.wirksworthteamministry.co.uk 

With best wishes 

Canon David Truby                               

Holy Trinity Church Services in March 

Sunday 21st March 6.30pm  
In church.   Please wear a mask  

Sunday 28th March 2.30pm  

Open Air Palm Sunday Procession WITH DONKEY! 
Watch for more details nearer the time.  

Thistle would like it to be known that he will be 
making a rare public appearance in Kirk Ireton on 
Sunday 28th March.  

He expects to be greeted with appropriate 
cheering and waving of palms!  Further details 
nearer the time on notice boards and Facebook. 

http://www.wirksworthteamministry.co.uk
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Cath Sinclair 

Not a winner! 

Winner 
Charlotte Fischer 

Runner Up 
Poppy Patel (Age 8) 

Commended 
Jack Patel (Age 5) 

Commended 
Manni 

Pre-Schoo;l Winner 
Esme Harrison 
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WINNER! JAN HALL 
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Community Shop Opening Times 
Monday to  Friday 

8.30 am to 11.00 am 
& 3.00 pm to 5.00 pm 

Saturday 8.30 am to 1.00 pm 
Sunday 8.30 am to 11.30 am 

The Stable Shop Main Street, kirk Ireton 
01335 371863 

stableshop@outlook.com 

Barley Mow Inn 
 

Food is available on Saturday and Sunday. 
COVID –19 precautions are in place 

01335 370306 
Latest information on Facebook or at  

thebarleymowinn.co.uk 

Broadway, Kirk Ireton 
Thank you to everyone who has returned egg 

boxes! 
In spite of the Bird Flu the hens are laying well 

please text or call to reserve your eggs. 
Rare breed pork and sausages available, also 
garss fed Bull hill Shetland Lamb & Mutton  

All enquiries to 
Fran 07805 383165 

For Sale £25 

Wooden Painted 
Cupboard 

available to collect from drive. 

95cm high, 43 cm wide 45.5 cm 
deep.  Has been used for storage 

in a bathroom and recently 
painted, in good  nick. 

 
Please contact Cynthia Pollard by email:  

cynthia.pollard@w3z.co.uk or 01335 372858.  

MINDFUL MENOPAUSE 
PROGRAMME 

NOW STARTING AFTER EASTER 

HAVING TROUBLE WITH THE 
CHANGE? FEELING ALONE WITH IT? 
WANT TO FIND WAYS TO COPE WITH 
MENOPAUSE? 

If you’re experiencing menopause or peri-menopause and 
want to find balance, wisdom and strength through what 
can be a challenging and bewildering transition, this is for 
you!  

This six-week programme includes a variety of techniques 
to build a personal toolkit for menopausal wellbeing: 
mindful movement, guided visualisation, journalling, 
meditation, relaxation and the opportunity to share your 
thoughts and feelings in a safe space with other women.  

Each session will focus on a different aspect of the changes 
we can experience at this time including: 

Maintaining physical strength and energy 

Understanding emotional up’s and down’s 

Supporting cognitive changes around concentration 
and memory 

Feeling good about ourselves and our relationships 

I will be teaching a variety of techniques from positive 
psychology, yoga and meditation, to resource you with a 
personal toolkit for transforming menopause from 
something to be endured into a life-enhancing transition to 
a whole new you!  

With a maximum of 12 participants you’ll have a safe space 
to share confidentially with other women how it is for you, 
swap tips for improving your experience and reflect on 
where you are and where you’re heading. 

Taking place online: Monday OR Wednesday evenings 6-
7.30p (tbc) from w/c 22nd February to w/c 29th April 
inclusive. 

Your investment is £60 for six weekly 90 minute online 
group sessions now starting after Easter.             You will 
also receive films of the taught techniques to access for the 
following 3 months.                                                             These 
sessions will NOT be recorded so women feel safe to share 
within the group.                                                                                                                                                                          
Please register your interest for this course with me now.                                                                                                         

Testimonials about Lula’s teaching: 

“Such an excellent teacher – great at being clear and easy 
to follow, and all in a relaxed and friendly way. 

“I feel physically that I’ve shed months and years.” 

“I always enjoy it and feel much more energised, positive 
and focused now.” 

“Lula you’re a miracle worker – I arrived full of anxiety & 
now I feel so calm and relaxed.” 

"Lula makes this so accessible.  Classes are well paced, 
considered & build over time. Beginners & experts alike 
will benefit following her gentle lead.  I really appreciate 
that she knows her stuff - scientific research, biology & 

spiritual development too." 

 

“It just feels like I’m coming back into my body again.” 

 

Please contact Lula Garner, Registered Dru Yoga & 
Meditation Teacher, BSC (Hons) Psychology to book 

or ask questions.                 

heartlightlula@gmail.com            

07950 000380 

mailto:stableshop@outlook.com
mailto:cynthia.pollard@w3z.co.uk
mailto:heartlightlula@gmail.com
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The Village Diary is published 
monthly for the benefit of the 
villagers of Kirk Ireton and the 
surrounding area.  It is produced and 
distributed voluntarily. Copies are 
emailed to subscribers free of 
charge on request and a small 
number of printed copies are 
available in the Stable Shop each 
month Items for the Diary should be 
emailed to 
diary.kirkireton@gmail.com or 
delivered to the editor by the 24th 
of the month prior to publication. 
Private adverts are free to villagers.  
Local Trade display adverts cost £5 
per insertion.  

Due to the nature of the Diary items 
are accepted in good faith and we 
cannot accept any responsibility for 
errors or omissions  that may occur. 

Henry’s Plumbing Services 
Professional, Friendly & Reliable 

07932 962070 
henrysellers@w3z.co.uk 

Carolyne’s Cakes 
Cakes for all occasions, also Cake 

pops & Cupcakes.  
Tel. 01335 372826 or 07912 8963 

Copestone Dry Stone Walling 
Emma Yates 

Qualified Dry Stone Waller 
01335 372056 or 07966 666463 
copestonewalling@gmail.com 

Dressmaking 
Gill Lockett 

01335 370183 07787 141797  

Guy Chambers Plastering 
Plastering  Rendering 

Traditional Lime Plastering 
07980 851133 

Painting & Decorating 
Karen Middleton 

01629 258537 or 07539 841261 

Curtain & Blind Making 
Bev Rowland 

01629 822688 or 07849502200 

Stokes Digger Hire & Ground 
Works 

Matthew Stokes 
Range of diggers & dumpers 

07515525014 
matttstokes@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Regular Village Groups £12 

Village Fundraising Events £17 

Children’s Parties  
(under 12) 

£17 

Single Lets for Village 
Groups 

£17 

Private Hire for  
Commercial Use  
(Village Residents) 

£20 

Private Parties   
(Village Residents) 

£20 

Parish Funerals £20 

Outside Hire  
(Non Residents) 
At The discretion of the 
Village Hall Committee 

 

Kirk Ireton 
Village Hall Hire 

 
 
 
 

All arrangements for the hire of 
the Village Hall are to be made 

with John Tyler, Village Hall 
Administrator, 15 Peats Close, Kirk 

Ireton DE63LH 
01335 370549 

email john.tyler@w3z.co.uk 
HIRE CHARGES PER SESSION 
PRE-PAYMENT IS REQUIRED 

Sessions: 
8.00am to 1.00pm 
1.00pm to 6.00pm 

6.00pm to 11.45pm 

KIRK IRETON VILLAGE 
DEFIBRILLATOR 

The CODE to take the AED out of 

the box is  C159X 
If you cannot remember the code: 
when you dial 999, East Midlands 
Ambulance Service will give it to 

you. 

FRiends And Neighbours in 
Kirk Ireton 

We are available to step up if 
others can’t help or you don't 
know who to ask. Call FRANKI 
on 0744 3957658 
If you are prepared to be a 
volunteer and support this 
initiative please call us on: 0744 
3957658  

Seller and Buyer of Fine 
Antique Clocks 

Check out our website at 
http://

www.ashbourneclocks.co.uk/ 

Also on Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/

ashbourneclock/ 
Or contact Mike Wetton on 

07790 709727  

KIRK IRETON MOTOR SHOW? 

mailto:copestonewalling@gmail.com
mailto:matttstokes@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.ashbourneclocks.co.uk/
http://www.ashbourneclocks.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ashbourneclock/
https://www.facebook.com/ashbourneclock/


 

8 


