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KIRK IRETON 

OIL CLUB 
Next orders  

Tuesday January 11th 
oilclub@kirkireton.com 

Dominie 370499 

Ten Miles 
Around Kirk 

Ireton 
A new series of articles by Dave 

Williams starts in this diary 

BARLEY MOW INN 

Thursday 30th 9.00pm 
A tot for Tony 

Friday 31st 7.45pm 
Jane & Emma’s Big Quiz 

Finger food and fizz to 
welcome in the New Year 

from 10.45pm 
Extended opening hours, 
last orders 11.30pm pub 

closes at 12.15am 

1st January - CLOSED 

Sunday 2nd January 
Normal weekend opening 

hours 12noon to 10pm 
(home-made bread, cheese 

and chutney boards on sale) 

Monday 3rd - CLOSED 

Tuesday 4th - CLOSED 

STABLE SHOP 
NEW YEAR OPENING HOURS 

30th* 8.30 - 11.30am 

31st* 8.30 - 11.30am 

1st Closed, No Papers 

2nd Normal Hours 

*All papers to be collected 
from the shop on these days 

Cyril and Doris Kinder 
Dominoes Knockout 

Sunday 12th December 2021 at the 
Barley Mow 

Winner of the well-attended 
dominoes knockout were Dave 
and Ava after a fiercely contested 
final against Guy Chambers and 
Rex Boaler which went to the 
wire. 

Thanks to Christine Walker for 
organising this great annual event 
and to the Barley Mow for hosting 
it as usual. 

Thanks also to everyone who 
bought raffle tickets. The raffle 
raised £90 which was donated to 
the coffee morning fundraiser for 
the QMC Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit. 

CHRISTMAS EVE SINGALONG 

The light rain didn't dampen the 
enthusiasm of the many villagers 
who gathered for the traditional 
KICA Christmas Eve carol singing. 
Many thanks go to Jane, Julie and 
John for organising the event and 
providing necessities especially 
mulled wine! 
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Kirk Ireton 

Needlework Group 
Meets on Tuesday mornings in the 

Village Hall to share interests in 
patchwork, embroidery, knitting, 

crochet or any  form of 
needlework craft.  If you are 

interested contact 
Marie Thomas on 370287 
or Anita Butt on 370495 

The next Kirk Ireton Book Club 
meeting will be on Thursday 20th 
January at 7.30 pm in the Barley 

Mow. We will discuss Silas Marner 
by George Eliot.  

 

Contact Cath 370581 or 
07423 252755 

No meeting in January 

February 9th 
Beaming the Dreamtime 

Nick Lockett 

March 9th 
Great British Gardens 

Jeff Bates 

April 13th 
History of British Pottery 

Maggie Slingsby 

May 11th 
Resolutions 

June 10th 
Cooking Demonstration 

Nancy Hawksworth 

July 13th 

Social Evening 

Aug 10th 

Cotton to concrete 
Louise West  

September 14th 
Biometrics 2 
Paul Newman 

October 12th 
Fair Trade Farming 

Philip Shore 

November 9th 

Morris Dancing  
Sue Smith  

December 14th 
Annual Meeting 

Come and join us! 

Call Anita Butt on 

01335 370495 

We meet on  
Wednesday evenings in 

the church 
7.45 - 9.00 pm  
All welcome 

 

Thank You! 

We were overwhelmed by the 
generosity of the village and the 
kindness of Rachel and Henry for 
allowing us to hold our Christmas 
Coffee Morning in the pub. 

We raised an amazing amount of 
money to donate to the QMC 
Neonatal Intensive Care Unit and 
Low dependency Unit - wait for it -  
£1196.80! . . . astonishing.  

Raffle prizes have been distributed 
to grateful recipients. Our darling 
Granddaughters, Isla and Sophia 
owe their lives to the outstanding 
and continuing care at QMC, we will 
be forever in their debt. Merry 
Christmas to you all. 

 Cynthia and Malcolm Pollard. X  

COVID allowing we will be 
resuming our meetings in January. 
We gather to chat and sew, 
embroider, knit etc. and what is 
lovely is that whilst the session 
seems to fly we are all making 
good progress on our various 
projects. What has also been lovely 
is that we have all met new people 
in the village whom we didn't know 
before. Many of us are trying new 
skills or bringing projects that we 
have been awaiting the time to 
complete. If you fancy joining us 
for all or some of a session please 
contact Emma. (07966666463) 

January sessions - 7.30-9.30 pm 

Thursday 13 January 

Friday 21 January 

Tuesday 25 January 

Guide Dogs for the Blind 

I had a stall at the village Christmas 
market on the 11th of December, 
selling dog treats and accessories. I 
intended to give 50% of the profits 
to the guide dogs for the blind 
charity.  

Due to everyone’s generosity I 
have since decided to give all of 
the profits to the charity. This 
means that I am able to make a 
donation of £80 to the guide dogs 
(sponsor a guide dog puppy for 8 
months).  

I want to say a huge thank you to 
everyone who helped me achieve 
this by supporting my stall and 
donating.  

Many thanks for helping bring a 
guide dog to someone who really 
needs one. 

Poppy Whitehouse 

Gill Cooper 

News has come through from 
Canon John Cooper that his wife, 
Gill Cooper, sadly passed away on 
26th December after a long illness. 

Gill and John moved from Ireton 
Court down to a retirement home 
in Hastings some years ago. 

She is fondly remembered for her 
involvement in many aspects of 
village here in Kirk Ireton; 
particularly for her spontaneous 
kindness in quietly helping those in 
need, for her calligraphy, for her 
artistic touches in the Millennium 
project and the suspended 
memorial in Church of village 
troops killed during the war. 

Martin Tomlinson  
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Epiphany 
Just before Christmas, I was dressed 
as a sheep . . . as you do at a 
Nativity Service.  Not the one at Kirk 
Ireton, but earlier in the day at 
Middleton. and I was asking the 
members of the congregation about 
Christmas memories. One of the 
mums who was present is Polish, 
and she told us of the tradition of 
children going outside on Christmas 
Eve to look up at the sky for the first 
star. When it appears then 
Christmas can begin as the wise 
men have begun their journey.  
Epiphany, which marks the visit of 
the Magi, marks the end of the 
Christmas festivities in our country. 
The decorations come down on 6th 
January (Twelfth Night) and we face 
the rest of the winter and the 
beginning of a New Year. We are 
well in to our second year of 
uncertain times, and by the time 
you read this we may be under 
further restrictions as this new 
wave of Covid bites into our 
national consciousness causing both 
material and emotion strain.  We do 
not know what 2022 may bring. 
The story of the Magi gives us 
something to focus on perhaps. 
They set out in hope, and they 
followed a star which led the way to 
the Saviour. There is a lovely 
imagery about these mystical 
figures who would have come to 
pay homage to the child Jesus. The 
Gospel of Matthew is the only one 
to include the account. It was 
written specifically for a Jewish 
audience and would have made a 
link between Jesus and his royal 
ancestor David.  
In our day the Kings may represent 
the hope of finding something 
wonderful at the end of our 
journey, bringing with us the gifts 
that we have as individuals and as a 
group of people seeking to work 
together for a common good in the 
face of adversity. As we make our 
way into 2022 at a time of 
uncertainty and a degree of fear, 
my they be a symbol of hope for us. 
With best wishes for 2022  

Canon David Truby 

SERVICES 
Sunday 2nd January 

9.30 am Communion 

Sunday 16th January 

6.30 pm Evensong 

Sunday 23rd January 

6.30 pm Chapel Service 

Sunday 30th January 

9.30 am Communion  

Christmas Day Communion 

This year’s plans for Christmas Day 
Communion in Holy Trinity were 
disrupted at the last minute when 
Canon David Truby tested positive 
for COVID on 23rd December.   

While he waited for his ‘T cells’ to 
fight the virus David arranged for 
Naval Chaplain Rev James Francis 
to stand in for him which James did 
very well.   

It was already planned that the 
Christmas Day Service would be 
zoomed as the Wirksworth Team 
Zoom Service so David was able to 
join us from his study and assure 
us that he wasn’t particularly 
unwell.   

In all, around 20 people joined the 
service from around the team and 
were able to greet each other 
before and after the service 
through Zoom.  We didn’t attempt 
to share the screen in church this 
time though that remains a 
possibility for the future. 

Anyone wishing to join Daily 
Morning or Evening Prayer through 
Zoom can do so by accessing 273 
224 1372. from January the Zoom 
Sunday service will be at 4.00pm.   

More details on the Wirksworth 
Team web site. 

John Sinclair 
+447802 596268 

Thank you to all those who 
participated in the Advent Window 
Displays.  We have had lots of good 
feedback from people who enjoyed 
the trail.   

New Year Team of 
Churches Social Walk and Picnic 

at Carsington.  
11 am on Monday 3 January 

Want to walk off some of that festive 
fare? Why not come for approx one 
hour's walk round open farmland 
overlooking Carsington Water (from the 
‘other side.’ 

Wellies essential, walking pole a useful 
extra. Well-behaved dogs welcome, on 
leads around stock in the fields. Bring a 
picnic and chair if you'd like to stay for 
lunch afterwards, in a large airy 
barn…….. (and maybe a blanket too) 

Please contact Cathy Oldfield if you'd 
like to come on:  

cathy.oldfield2012@gmail.com 

mailto:cathy.oldfield2012@gmail.com
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Ten Miles 
Around Kirk 

Ireton 
No 1  

BIRTH OF THE WORLDWIDE 
PETROCHEMICAL INDUSTRY 

Some people are  lucky in their in-laws. 

A man who was lucky in his had Lyon Playfair as his 
brother-in-law. This man was James Oakes who, in 
1847, owned a coalmine at Pye Bridge, a hamlet near 
Alfreton, and a little less than ten miles, as the crow 
flies, from Kirk Ireton. 

Playfair was at the time a scientist of repute in England, 
frequently consulted by members of the government, 
on scientific matters. Today he would probably be 
referred to as The Chief Government Scientist 

In 1846, he married Margaret Eliza Oakes, James Oakes 
sister. Prior to this, Playfair had been in Derbyshire 
looking for a possible site for experiments in blast-
furnace operation 

In 1847, James Oakes decided to open up a lower coal 
seam in his mine at Pye Bridge  As the shaft was driven 
down a torrent of salt water, entered the shaft. 

Water entering a mine was 
nothing new and regulations at 
the time required mine owners 
to retain this water and dump 
it in the Cromford Canal at 
night.  

What was unusual was that 
when the flood of water 
subsided it was followed by a 
dark treacle like substance. 
Initially Oakes discharged this 
into the canal where accumulations of the material 
floated to Pinxton Quay, where children delighted in 
throwing lighted sticks into it and setting the canal on 
fire. 

Oakes, who had found the ‘treacle’ suitable for greasing 
wagon wheels, considered refining the substance but 
asked his brother-in-law about this. Lyon advised 
against James entering a field in which he had no 
experience. 

Playfair quickly identified a substance known as 
Naphtha as a constituent of the ’treacle’ Naphtha was 

known mainly from the Middle East and Europe from 
which it was imported in small amounts. No supply had 
been found prior to this in the British Isles. 

He went on to contact a college acquaintance, James 
Young, a chemist then working in Manchester, to see if 
he was interested in the commercial possibilities of the 
material. 

Young was interested and received from Oakes a gallon 
of the material for experiments. 

As a result of these experiments Young leased the rights 
for the crude oil from Oakes, left his job at Manchester 
and with a chemist acquaintance set up a distillation 
and refining works at Pye Bridge.  

Young was soon producing a material that replaced 
whale oil as a lubricant on Lancashire cotton mills 
machinery.  

Another fraction of the distillate proved suitable for oil 
lamps. In this distillate he observed a cloudiness and 
with Playfair’s help identified this as paraffin wax, 
suitable for candles. The cost of producing these was 
however high, about twenty shillings a candle, at the 
time about a fortnight’s wage for most people! 

The mine produced about 300 gallons a day of crude oil 
for some two years after which the amount steadily 
declined. In response to this decline Young turned to 
using the distillation techniques he had learned at Pye 
Bridge to coal and oil-bearing shales at new works 
based in Scotland. 

By 1857, he had licensed his process in America where 
however the technology reverted to crude oil as the 
feed material.  

The demand for oil based products rose steeply in the 
early twentieth C and the industry expanded worldwide 
but mainly in the Middle East and Texas  

There was insufficient oil found in the UK for major 
growth of the industry here but in response to wartime 
needs, a well was drilled at Tibshelf in 1918 and in 1939 
the Nottinghamshire Oil Field began production.. 

Thus a massive worldwide industry resulted from having 
the right in-law to consult at the right time 

Dave Williams 

Lyon Playfair 

PYE BRIDGE DERBYSHIRE 
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Regular Village Groups £12 

Village Fundraising Events £17 

Children’s Parties  
(under 12) 

£17 

Single Lets for Village 
Groups 

£17 

Private Hire for  
Commercial Use  
(Village Residents) 

£20 

Private Parties   
(Village Residents) 

£20 

Parish Funerals £20 

Outside Hire  
(Non Residents) 
At The discretion of the 
Village Hall Committee 

 

Kirk Ireton 
Village Hall Hire 

 
 
 
 

All arrangements for the hire of the 
Village Hall are to be made with 

John Tyler, Village Hall 
Administrator, 15 Peats Close, Kirk 

Ireton DE63LH 
01335 370549 

email john.tyler@w3z.co.uk 
HIRE CHARGES PER SESSION 
PRE-PAYMENT IS REQUIRED 

Sessions: 
8.00 am to 1.00 pm 
1.00 pm to 6.00 pm 

6.00 pm to 11.45 pm 

SHOOT DATES - 2021 - 2022 

Saturday 8th January 

Saturday 15th January 

Saturday 22nd January 

Saturday 29th January 
Beaters day 

Contact Fran 
07805383165 

Hen & Duck Eggs 
Rare Breed Meats 

and Sausages 

Ashbourne Clocks wishes you all a 
safe and Happy New Year  

Ashbourne Clocks 
Seller & Buyer 

of Fine Antique Clocks 
Check out our website 

http://www.ashbourneclocks.co.uk 
or Facebook 

https://www.facebook.com/
ashbourneclock/ 

Or contact 
Mike Wetton on 07790 709727 

 Wirksworth Farmer’s Market 

Wirksworth Farmer’s Market is to 
be held on Saturday 8th January 
2022 from 9am to 2pm as the 
council are not working on 
Saturday 1st January.  

Look cheerful!  

The nights are already getting 
shorter, the days are getting longer, 
the daffodils are itching to come up 
and if you look hard you can see 
that they have already started…
Spring is on the way!  

Martin Tomlinson 

You can plant bulbs as late as 
January – if you can dig a hole deep 
enough to plant. Plant tulips and 
daffodils as late as the end of 
January! This way, they'll develop 
roots through the spring, and bloom 
later than usual. Keep in mind that 
bulbs planted in late January may 
have smaller blooms.  

Storm Arwen 

Not all that strong around Kirk 
Ireton but look what happened to 
the sign on the tree outside the 
Barley Mow? 

A brown bucket simply arrived at 
the back door that doesn't belong 
to us: if you claim it then please let 
me know. 

Martin Tomlinson 

TOPSHILL LANE 

NOW OPEN 
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KIRK IRETON VILLAGE 
DEFIBRILLATOR 

The CODE to take the AED out of the box 

is  C159X 
If you cannot remember the code: when 
you dial 999, East Midlands  ambulance 

Service will give it to you. 

Poppy’s Pet Care! 
Need someone to look after your pet?  I will do any type of 
care for your pet; walk it, feed it, clean up after it or play 
with it.  If you are interested, please call Bakehouse 
Cottage, Coffin Lane 01335 372050.  

Price to be agreed 

The Stable Shop 
Kirk Ireton 

Opening Times 

Monday to  Friday 
8.30* am to 11.30  am 
& 3.00  pm to 5.00  pm 

Saturday 8.30  am to 1.00  pm 
Sunday 8.30  am to 11.30  am 

Main Street Kirk Ireton  
DE6 3JP  

01335 371863 
stableshop@outlook.com 

*7.30  am in school term 

Barley Mow Inn 
Latest information on Facebook or 

at  thebarleymowinn.co.uk 

PARISH COUNCIL 
Parish Council meetings are normally on the first 
Tuesday of every month at 7.00  pm in the Village Hall. 
Any change to dates will be notified via the Diary 

Correspondence for the PC should be through the 
clerk  Janicejackson86@hotmail.co.uk 

Henry’s Plumbing Services 
Professional, Friendly & Reliable 

07932 962070 
henrysellers@w3z.co.uk 

Carolyne’s Cakes 
Cakes for all occasions, also Cake pops & 

Cupcakes.  
Tel. 01335 372826 or 07912 8963 

Copestone Dry Stone Walling 
Emma Yates 

Qualified Dry Stone Waller 
01335 372056 or 07966 666463 
copestonewalling@gmail.com 

Dressmaking 
Gill Locket 

Expert clothes alterations/refurbishing/
fitting service  

Call 07787 141797/ 01335 370183   

Painting & Decorating 
Karen Middleton 

01629 258537 or 07539 841261 

Curtain & Blind Making 
Bev Rowland 

01629 822688 or 07849502200 

Ashbourne Clocks 
Seller & Buyer of Fine Antique Clocks 

Check out our website 
http://www.ashbourneclocks.co.uk 

or Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/

ashbourneclock/ 
Or contact 

Mike Wetton on 07790 709727 

Poppy’s Pet Care 
Please call Bakehouse Cottage, Coffin Lane. 

01335 372050 Price to be agreed 

KIRK IRETON DIARY FACEBOOK PAGE 

The Diary has a Facebook page for members on the Diary 
mailing list.  Please use it to notify the village about events 

etc. between Diaries.  Items for sale are not allowed 

mailto:Janicejackson86@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:copestonewalling@gmail.com
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