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Neil A 

Saturday 24th Christmas Eve 8.30 - 1.00pm 

Sunday 25th Christmas Day Closed, No Papers 

Monday 26th Boxing Day* 8.30 - 11.30am 

Tuesday 27th Bank Holiday* 8.30 - 11.30am 

Wednesday 28th Bank Holiday* 8.30 - 11.30am 

Thursday 29th December* 8.30 - 11.30am 

Friday 30th December* 8.30 - 11.30am 

Saturday 31st New Year's Eve* 8.30 - 11.30am 

Sunday 1st New Year's Day Closed, No Papers 

Monday 2nd Bank Holiday* 8.30 - 11.30am 

Tuesday 3rd Normal Hours resume  

*All papers to be collected from the shop on these days 

 

BARLEY MOW INN 

1st Stable Shop Volunteers Party 

3rd Christmas Market in the Courtyard 

4th Charity Dominoes Match 

8th Mr Spendlove’s Xmas Singalong 

14th KI Singers Christmas Carols 

15th Book Club Christmas Drinks 

17th Mr Giovanelli on the piano 

20th Private event - BM Christmas Meal 

24th Extended opening hours 

12.00 noon to 11pm  small plates, 
mulled wine and mince pies 

Jane and Emma’s Christmas Quiz 

25th, 26th 27th  PUB CLOSED 

31st Extended hours 12.00 noon to 11pm   
Nibbles and cocktails 

1st  to 31st January  PUB CLOSED 

CHURCH AND CHAPEL 

DECEMBER 

1st First Advent Window 3.00pm 

4th Communion Service 9.30am 

10th A Christmas Carol 7.30pm 

11th Chapel Carol Service 6.30pm 

18th Live Animal Nativity 3.00pm 
Candlelight Carol Service 6.30pm 

24th KICA Christmas Singalong 
(Wine & Mince Pies) 6.30pm 

25th Christmas Day Communion 9.30am 

JANUARY 

1st  Team Service in Wirksworth 
No Service in Kirk Ireton 

15th Evening Service 6.30pm 

A COPY OF THIS DIARY IS ALSO AVAIBLE ON 
THE KIRK IRETON DIARY FACEBOOK PAGE 
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Christmas Assumptions 
I have been getting my work 
forward this year by reading a Book 
called “Christmas – Tradition, Truth 
and total baubles” by Nick Page. It 
appears that most of assumptions 
we make surrounding the 
celebration of Christmas fall into the 
last of those three categories 

Yep, it has come around again – the 
older I get the faster time seems to 
pass – I am eligible for a bus pass 
next year! The book is a light-
hearted look at the festive period 
but it helps to sort out the tinsel 
from the meaning. In the darkness 
of night and in the darkest of all 
seasons we celebrate the birth of a 
living hope. The creator of the world 
and humanity quietly enters “His” 
world. The Divine becomes 
incarnate – literally, God becomes 
flesh and lives among us. Right from 
the moment of Jesus’ conception 
God turns worldly priorities on their 
head.  Don’t look for me in palaces 
among the powerful, you will find 
me among the poor, the displaced, 
the oppressed, the cold and the 
powerless says God. The rich and 
the wise are at the back of the 
queue to meet God in human form 
– Jesus. They are behind the poor 
and the despised.  

Within days of his birth even the 
security of temporary lodging has to 
be abandoned as Jesus becomes a 
refugee hastily leaving the country 
of his birth to escape being 
murdered. If we want to hold fast to 
the meaning of Christmas we need 
to cut through all the baubles and in 
the words of that well-known Carol 
“O little town of Bethlehem” ask “O 
holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to 
us, we pray, cast out our sin and 
enter in, be born in us today.”  

At Christmas and every day, we 
must invite God’s Spirit to dwell 
within us and at Christmas and 
every day we must support those 
whom God chose to live among on 
earth, the poor, the hungry, the 
displaced, the oppressed, the sick 
and the dying. If we do then hope 
will continue to be born in a world 
which needs it as much if not more 
than it did two thousand years ago. 

Rev Rod Prince 

Live Animal Nativity 
On Sunday 18th December we will 
meet at church at 3.00pm to 
process with Mary, Joseph and the 
donkey through the village to see if 
there will be room for them at the 
inn this year!  Please come in fancy 
dress.  Mary, Joseph and the 
shepherds, along with their 
animals  will be particularly 
welcome but kings, storm troopers 
and all sorts of other characters 
have been known to attend!  Wear 
wellies in case we end up in a 
stable in a muddy field. 

Advent Windows 
Villagers will decorate one window 
each day during advent with a 
Christmas themed decoration (an 
advent calendar trail around the 
village).  We still need one or two 
volunteers to complete the 
calendar, please contact 
John.Sinclair@Kirk-Ireton.uk. 

A Christmas Carol  

A Christmas Carol. . . If you miss it 
at Holy Trinity Church or . . . if you 
enjoyed it so much you would like 
to listen to it again it is on at West 
Derbyshire URC, Coldwell Street, 
Wirksworth at 7.00pm on Thursday 
22nd December.  Admission £3, 
refreshments available. 

Saturday 10th December 
at 7.30pm in the Church 

Lewis Hancock & Ron 
Middleton are back again! 

Meet on  Wednesday 
evenings in church 

7.45 - 9.00 pm   
All welcome 

 

A MESSAGE FROM  
KIRK IRETON 
COMMUNITY 
ASSOCIATION 

(K.I.C.A.) 
 

Your K.I.C.A. committee 
organise a number of events  

throughout the year which are 
always well supported. 

We need more people to get 
involved in organising and 
setting up these events to 
ensure that they continue. 

K.I.C.A.s next meeting will be 
held at Riddings Farm, Hays 
Lane on the 19th January  to 
organise our Wakes Week . 

Please get involved if you can 
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December 14th 
Annual Meeting 

Come and join us! 

Call Anita Butt on 
01335 370495 

KIRK IRETON 

OIL CLUB 
30th November 

4th January 2023 
8th February 2023 

Contact Lucy Burton on 
Mobile:  07935279160 
Home:  01335 370521 

oilclub@kirkireton.com 

Something to think about  

Volunteers are a key strength of the 
community shop sector, boosting 
the shops’ viability by lending their 
skills, keeping costs down and 
spreading the workload to 
manageable levels, enabling the 
businesses to focus on growth and 
development.  

They also add to the friendly and 
community-focused nature of the 
shop environment. This research 
does not quantify the value of 
volunteer input, but if translated 
into an equivalent staff cost even at 
the minimum wage, it would render 
many community shops unviable. 

Excerpt from Plunkett's Report 
Cynthia Pollard 

POETRY CORNER 
The Seasons 
 

Autumn leaves are turning mellow 
Reds and browns and golden yellow 
Autumn’s tints are over all 
As the leaves, begin to fall. 
 

Winter’s winds at woodlands tear 
All the trees left stark and bare 
Snow is banked in monstrous drifts 
Sun lit days a welcome gift. 
 

Spring heralds the return of warmth 
Flowers spring from mother earth 
Snowdrop, violet, celandine 
Give way to others, all divine. 
 

Summer brings the time of harvest 
By God’s hand we all are blest 
Then we garner in the grain 
And the cycle starts again. 
 

The first verse of the poem was 
written when I was twelve.  It was 
marked 4/10 by the English Teacher 
who added the comment, in red ink 
naturally, 'IS THIS ALL YOU COULD 
MANAGE?' 
Somehow that rankled with me, and 
I managed to complete it? (Are 
poems ever complete?) in my late 
eighties. 

Dave Williams 

Christmas Village Tea Party 
Tuesday 6th Dec 2:00-3:00pm 
The junior children at the school are 
inviting you to a tea party on 
Tuesday 6th December from 
2:00pm.  If you would like to attend, 
it would be helpful to let the school 
know by Friday 2nd December.  You 
can call in at the school office, 
telephone the school (370351) or 
email Mrs 
Smith: mrssmith@thevillagefederati
on.co.uk 

Parish Council Meeting 
December’s Parish Council meeting 
is being held a week early on the 
29th November usual time 7pm in 
the village hall 

Jan Hall 

Village Shop News 
Some good news and bad news this month. The good news is we have 
received more donation commitments and there are now 30 households 
participating - thank you to the new donors.  This has improved the 
financial situation.  There are a few people who said they would like to 
donate but haven’t yet, it would be great to have this extra cushion.  
We decided to switch back on the second tall chiller because stock was too 
cramped in one, and we have also restored some fruit and veg stock after 
customer feedback.   A full range of fruit and veg will be available to go 
with your Turkey order, please see the Christmas Order Form (attached to 
the Diary or from the shop). 
The bad news is our current electricity supplier is raising prices again, from 
49p kWh to 94p kWh and the standing charge from £1.68 to £2.79 per day. 
This is a £5,000 increase over our previous fixed contract price of 
£870.  There is still no sign of the Government Energy Discount promised to 
businesses from October 1st.  Speaking to other shops and businesses this 
seems to be a common issue. We are trying to find a new supplier with a 
more reasonable contract price.  
We very much hope you will help the shop weather the energy storm.  

Malcolm Pollard  
For the Stable Shop Management Committee  

Macmillan Coffee Morning 
Thanks to you, and thousands 
across the country – I’m delighted 
to share the incredible news that 
Macmillan Coffee Mornings like 
ours have raised over £12 
million.  That's enough money to 
fund 193 Macmillan nurses for a 
year!  

Cynthia 

mailto:mrssmith@thevillagefederation.co.uk
mailto:mrssmith@thevillagefederation.co.uk
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Barley Mow Inn 
on Facebook or at  

thebarleymowinn.co.uk 

Kirk Ireton 
Under 5’s Group 

 

We meet on Fridays from 9.15 
to 11.15 am in the Village Hall 

Next Meetings 
December 2nd & 16th 
January 13th & 27th 

All under 5’s and their Parents, 
Grandparents, Carers, Child 

minders, welcome.   
The cost is just £1.50 per child 
We are a small friendly group 

who meet up with our little ones 
for play, crafts and often  a 

much needed cup of tea. 
Just turn up, do not worry if you 
are going to be late or you have 

to leave early. 
Meets every month in the 

Barley Mow 

All Welcome 
Contact Cath 

370581 or 07423 252755 

Mick’s Fish & Chips van will be  
in the Barley Mow car park on 
the 2nd and 16th December. 

Casper’s Ghost 
We had a lovely evening and the 
children watched Caspar's ghost 
school, had some hotdogs and 
some popcorn. We raised 100.00 
so thank you to everyone who 
came.  

Vicky Ford 

Fireworks Display 

The fireworks display was a great 
success, with a professional display 
done by Nick, Chaz, Simon  and Zoe. 

The mulled wine , hot chocolate, bar 
and food were equally enjoyed  

Thank you to everyone that helped 
us raise £1400 towards next year’s 
display. 

K.I.C.A 
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Beverly Rowland, Jane Jones, Julie Gallacher, Penny 
Glendinning and Charlotte Fischer preparing the 
ploughman’s in aid of Holy Trinity Church 

Look what Martin has got!  All the ingredients are 
available from the Stable Shop. 

The W.I . out for yet  another meal. 

The Luncheon Club had its Christmas Lunch on the 
23rd November.  Turkey with all the trimmings, Fruit 
Salad, Mince Pies, Cheese & Biscuits, Tea, Coffee, 
Wine and Port!  Lewis entertained with his recitations 
of a Marriott Edgar monologue (full text on next page) 
Many thanks to everyone who prepared the fabulous 
meal.  Special thanks to Jane Jones for organising 
everything. 

Derbyshire Refugee Solidarity are asking for people to 
consider doing a reverse Advent calendar again. 

Don and I can receive/collect these if anyone in the 
village would like to put one together.  

We need them by the evening of 23rd December, or 
feel free to drop off at St Anne's church, Whitecross St, 
Derby, DE1 3NE between 10am and 12, 24th 
December. 

What to Do? 
Every day in December place an item in a box 

By the 24th deliver the box as above 
The really needed  items are: 

Thank you           Gillian Foxcroft 
gillianfoxcroft@gmail.com 

FOR FOOD PACKS FOR HYGIENE PACKS 

Small Bottles of Water 
Small Juice Carton 

Ring Pull Tinned Fish 
Chocolate Bars 

Small Packs of Nuts 
Cereal Bars 

Etc 
 

Razor - Shaving Foam 
Soap - Toothpaste 

Toothbrush - Wet Wipes 
Body Gel - Shower Gel 
Deodorant - Lip Salve 
Moisturiser - Comb 

Etc. 
 

mailto:gillianfoxcroft@gmail.com
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Sam’s Christmas Pudding 
By Marriott Edgar 

 

It was Christmas Day in the trenches 
In Spain in Penninsular War, 
And Sam Small were cleaning his musket 
A thing as he'd ne're done before. 
 

They'd had 'em inspected that morning 
And Sam had got into disgrace, 
For when sergeant had looked down the barrel 
A sparrow flew out in his face. 
 

The sergeant reported the matter 
To Lieutenant Bird then and there. 
Said Lieutenant 'How very disgusting' 
The Duke must be told of this 'ere.' 
 

The Duke were upset when he heard 
He said, 'I'm astonished, I am. 
I must make a most drastic example 
There'll be no Christmas pudding for Sam.' 
 

When Sam were informed of his sentence 
Surprise, rooted him to the spot. 
'Twas much worse than he had expected, 
He thought as he'd only be shot. 
 

And so he sat cleaning his musket 
And polishing barrel and butt. 
While the pudding his mother had sent him, 
Lay there in the mud at his foot. 
 

Now the centre that Sam's lot were holding 
Ran around a place called Badajoz. 
Where the Spaniards had put up a bastion 
And ooh...! what a bastion it was. 
 

They pounded away all the morning 
With canister, grape shot and ball. 
But the face of the bastion defied them, 
They made no impression at all. 
 

They started again after dinner 
Bombarding as hard as they could. 
And the Duke brought his own private cannon 
But that weren't a ha'pence o' good. 
 

The Duke said, 'Sam, put down thy musket 
And help me lay this gun true.' 
Sam answered, 'You'd best ask your favours 
From them as you give pudding to.' 
 

The Duke looked at Sam so reproachful 
'And don't take it that way,' said he. 
'Us Generals have got to be ruthless 
It hurts me more than it did thee.' 
 

Sam sniffed at these words kind of sceptic, 
Then looked down the Duke's private gun. 
And said 'We'd best put in two charges, 
We'll never bust bastion with one.' 
 

He tipped cannon ball out of muzzle 
He took out the wadding and all. 
He filled barrel chock full of powder, 
Then picked up and replaced the ball. 
 

He took a good aim at the bastion 
Then said 'Right-o, Duke, let her fly.' 
The cannon nigh jumped off her trunnions, 
And up went the bastion, sky high. 
 

The Duke, he weren't 'alf elated 
He danced around trench full of glee. 
And said, 'Sam, for this gallant action. 
You can hot up your pudding for tea.' 
 

Sam looked 'round to pick up his pudding 
But it wasn't there, nowhere about. 
In the place where he thought he had left it, 
Lay the cannon ball he'd just tipped out. 
 

Sam saw in a flash what 'ad happened: 
By an unprecedented mishap. 
The pudding his mother had sent him, 
Had blown Badajoz off map. 
 

That's why fusilliers wear, to this moment, 
A badge which they think's a grenade. 
But they're wrong... it's a brass reproduction, 
Of the pudding Sam's mother once made 



 

8 

KIRK IRETON VILLAGE 
DEFIBRILLATOR 

The CODE to take the AED out 

of the box is  C159X 
If you cannot remember the 

code: when you dial 999, East 
Midlands  Ambulance Service 

will give it to you. 

Kirk Ireton 

Needlework Group 
Meets on Tuesday mornings in 

the Village Hall to share 
interests in patchwork, 

embroidery, knitting, crochet 
or any  form of needlework 

craft.   

We will be meeting on the 
2nd and 4th Tuesday Mornings 

of the month in the Village 
Hall 10.00am – 12.00am.  

If you are interested contact 

Marie Thomas on 370287 

or Anita Butt on 370495 

We meet on 1st First Monday 
of each month  - Village Hall 

7.30 pm to 9.30 pm 

NEXT MEETING 
5th DECEMER 

Please contact Emma 
07966 666463 

if you are interested 

 

Regular Village Groups £12 

Village Fundraising Events £17 

Children’s Parties  
(under 12) 

£17 

Single Lets for Village 
Groups 

£17 

Private Hire for  
Commercial Use  
(Village Residents) 

£20 

Private Parties   
(Village Residents) 

£20 

Parish Funerals £20 

Outside Hire  
(Non Residents) 
At The discretion of the 
Village Hall Committee 

 

Kirk Ireton 
Village Hall Hire 

 
 
 
 

All arrangements for the hire of the 
Village Hall are to be made with 

John Tyler, Village Hall 
Administrator, 15 Peats Close, Kirk 

Ireton DE63LH 
01335 370549 

email john.tyler@w3z.co.uk 
HIRE CHARGES PER SESSION 
PRE-PAYMENT IS REQUIRED 

Sessions: 
8.00 am to 1.00 pm 
1.00 pm to 6.00 pm 

6.00 pm to 11.45 pm 

The Luncheon is held on the last 

Wednesday of the month at 12 

noon in the village hall.  All 

welcome but booking is 

essential. 

Please contact Jane on 370220 

or janejones56@yahoo.co.uk  

Contact Fran 
07805383165 

Eggs 

Thank you for returning egg 
boxes!  Unfortunately feed 
prices have gone up by over 

50% so hen and duck eggs are 
now £2 per box of 6 

Meat for your freezer 

Grass-fed Shetland lamb: whole 
and half lamb boxes have sold 
out, but still a few individual 
cuts available – shoulder, leg, 

chops, breast. 

Sausages from our outdoor-
reared saddleback pigs - choose 

from pork, pork & leek or 
Lincolnshire. 

Grass fed Dexter and Shetland 
Beef – roasting joints and 

stewing steak still available. 

Please contact Fran on 07805 
383165 for all meat enquiries 

or to reserve eggs. 

Copies of the Diary are also on the 
Diary Facebook page 

Free advice on old buildings 

The Society for the Preservation of 
Ancient Buildings (SPAB) are 
running their annual maintenance 
week currently and the link below 
takes you to those pages where 
there are articles, pictures and 
videos of advice particularly 
relevant to the type of buildings 
found in the Village here. If you drill 
through the menus, all free of 
charge, you can find details of lime 
plastering, damp causes and 
treatments, condensation, rot, 
retrofitting insulation etc etc.  

www.spab.org.uk/advice/search-
our-knowledgebase?
keywords=&category_type=154 

Martin Tomlinson 

mailto:janejones56@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.spab.org.uk/advice/search-our-knowledgebase?keywords=&category_type=154
http://www.spab.org.uk/advice/search-our-knowledgebase?keywords=&category_type=154
http://www.spab.org.uk/advice/search-our-knowledgebase?keywords=&category_type=154
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KIRK IRETON VILLAGE DIARY 
The Village Diary is published 
monthly for the benefit of the 
villagers of Kirk Ireton and the 
surrounding area.   
It is produced and distributed 
voluntarily. Copies are emailed to 
subscribers free of charge on 
request. Items for the Diary 
should be emailed to 
diary.kirkireton@gmail.com 
or delivered to the editor by the 
24th of the month prior to 
publication. 
Private adverts are free to 
villagers.  Local Trade display 
adverts cost £5 per insertion.  
Produced and edited by. Maurice  
Coey, Rose Cottage, Nether Lane, 
Kirk Ireton DE6 3JW. Due to the 
nature of the Diary items are 
accepted in good faith and we 
cannot accept any responsibility 
for errors or omissions  that may 
occur. 

Painting & Decorating 
Karen Middleton 

01629 258537 or 07539 841261 

Little Wolf Dog Walking & Pet Care 
Fully Insured, BDS checked, Canine First Aid trained. 

Dog Walking, pet visits, feeding & home care. 
Based in Kirk Ireton 

Call Sarah Glover 07477 023283 
Email sarah.g123@outlook.com 

www.facebook.com/littlewolfdw 
www.littlewolfdogwalking.com 

Ashbourne Clocks 
Seller & Buyer of Fine Antique Clocks 

Check out our website 
http://www.ashbourneclocks.co.uk 

or Facebook 
https://www.facebook.com/ashbourneclock/ 

Or contact 
Mike Wetton on 07790 709727 

Poppy’s Pet Care 
Please call Bakehouse Cottage, Coffin Lane. 01335 

372050 Price to be agreed 

Henry’s Plumbing Services 
Professional, Friendly & Reliable 

07932 962070 
henrysellers@w3z.co.uk 

Hedge Pig Wildlife Gardening 
Habitat creation & management & garden structures 

Jem Brown MSc. Countryside Management 
For a free estimate call 07593 282721 or mail: 

hedgepigjem@outlook.com 

Carolyne’s Cakes 
Cakes for all occasions, also Cake pops & Cupcakes.  

Tel. 01335 372826 or 07912 8963 

Copestone Dry Stone Walling 
Emma Yates 

Qualified Dry Stone Waller 
01335 372056 or 07966 666463 
copestonewalling@gmail.com 

Reflexology for Health and Wellbeing 
Reflexologist with 24 years of experience now offering 

Foot, Hand and Ear Reflexology in Kirk Ireton. 
Telephone Allison on 01335 370395 

Dressmaking - Gill Locket 
Expert clothes alterations/refurbishing/fitting service  

Call 07787 141797/ 01335 370183   

Planning Applications are on the Derbyshire Dales website: 
https://planning.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/online-applications/ 

For Sale - Beautiful 1920's reupholstered upcycled Ottoman 

Just completed to a very high standard this lovely ottoman ideal for 
storage and style. Dimensions: Length 152cm, Width 61cm, Max Height 

71cm. Offers over £75 welcomed. 

Please contact Liz Stafford on 07468 028330. 

http://www.facebook.com/littlewolfdw
http://www.littlewolfdogwalking.com/
mailto:hedgepigjem@outlook.com
mailto:copestonewalling@gmail.com
https://planning.derbyshiredales.gov.uk/online-applications/
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